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PREFACE

The volume now presented to the public under the title of
«Dhatvattha dipani” contains an illustration of the radicals
of the Magadha language. A. radical of any langnage is
one in its primitive state from which other words are derived.
Many Grammatical works treat of the etymology of words.
In Magadha there ave three such grammars called “Kityiyana”
“Mandgalyayana” and * Sabdaniti” (as the Trimuni Grammar
in the Sanskrit language.) Of these. three the Kéityiyana
Grammar'is an invaluable work, composed by Maha Théra
Katyayana, who is said to have been e ntempormy with
Buddha, to facilitate the study of the language.

The Maudgalyayara Grammar was composed 700 years ago,
by the great Ihéra, Maudgalyayana, whoresided in the Thupa-
rama Vihara at Anuradhapura. It, contains special rules, not
found in the Katydyana ‘and is an intresting work commended
by learned men,

The system of Grammar taught in the S'Lbdamtl was
introduced 600 years ago, by Agravausicarya Mahaswami of
Arimaddanapura’in Burmah. He was a Buddhist priest well
versed as well . in the Tripitakas as in Pali Grammar.
The Sabdaniti is fuller and more comprehensive thun either of’
the other two treatises. It is divided into 2 parts viz Malhd
Sabdanitiand Chula Sabadaniti;the former consists of 18 chapters
and the latter of 9, Although this grammar contains 27 chapters
the first 1S treats of the inflexions of nouns and verbs, and the
<hapter which treats of roots and words formed from them is
written in conformity with thejTripitakas, and contains learned
illustrations. The chapter begins with the following stanza,

“Ito parantu sarato Kakarantadi bhedato
Dhatawo dhatu nippha.nna. rupdni vividhanica’

Some of the roots in-this chaptex, seom to have beea

dirived from the Sanskrit roots
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This work, the ‘“Dhatwattha dip: ani® is a metrical version
of all the radicals which in prose appear in ‘the above chapter
of the Sabdaniti, and has been written to facilitate of"the labors:
of the youthful learner.

. Tbe following remarks apply to the contents. The number
of roots formed of pure vowels and roots ending in consonants
in each class of roots is given at the end of each stanza—the
whole number amounting to about 1661 roots Many illustrations
are placed at the end of the 8 classes, some of them being

" extracts of stanzis while others give the sense of certain
passages in prose which occur in the-last chapter—relating tor
all the classes. Tnverted commas indicite the metres quoted
fronr the Sabdaniti. All tke roots are classed according to their
alphabetical order, with their Sinhalese and Fnglish interpre-
tations, and the verbs and nouns formed fromn thew; e. g.

Q. 4. o oMSER®%e® DPIcmImecd gmB
Aku | ; To go tortu(;us]y . Akati

2 270 oL cafesh ecpn BSedEH
s GoRMS, ¢BMm=B, ¢hmz. godoo

Aki - Tomark : Anketi &e.

¢ The author hopes that the above arrangement of giving
- heinitial letter of each class of roots and Nos: of the stanzas
.to be very useful to those who study tbe language critically.
The simplicity of this work is-due to the fact that the author’s
chief object has been to help the students of the Tripitakas
preached by Buddln, as it is absolutely necessary that they
should acquire a correct “knowledge of the roots from whick
words are formed. With reference to the exceedingly difficult
task of understanding the nature of rootsthe author of the Sabda~
niti saysi—
Yenekattha Dharacarantl vxvu]ha.na.thassa, patbepade
Tenekattha Dharavahonti sihitanfna pasaggehive
Dhatuban panatesa matthaparamankhina savepandite
Wajjetva patisambhidamati yuteko sabbasobhasati.
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One who is an expert in Grammatical Rules classes of roots,
&c.will be a lion in grammar. Althouglh there are Dhatu-
patha and Dhatumanjusa composed as a help to the acquisition
of a knowledge of Kaccayana Gramwmar, the author believes that
this volume, giving as’it does. a geod many roots of additional
verbsPand nouns fyrmed from them with many helpful iflustra-
tions,will oceuny the same position in %ali, that the Kavikalpa-
drumadhatupatha and Dhatumanjari do in Sanskrit.

Uaving been requested by the Ven. Udugampala Ratanapala
Muha Thera of Bellanwila Wihara to draw up a treatise to
facilitate the learning of the Pali roots in the Sabdaniti the
author, Higulwala Jinaratana pupil of the Ven Sri Dharmakirti
Mangala Malanayaka "Thera the president of Kalyanisa magrk
Mahasanghasabha and the High Priest of Colembo Distret who:
resided in Mahavihara® at Jayavardhana Kotte. undertook to
produce a work of this nature. Ihe bad condition of the M. S. S
eopied by ignorant transcribers presented so many ‘errors, that
he had to correct them with much labour.

The anthor’s thanke are due ta Mr. R \Iutta.y)m Pillai,
late Government Schoolmaster and student of the Royal College
for what is givien in English in these pages and to the Ven; H.
Sri Sumangala High, Priest, Principal of the Vidyoda -College,
for his kind eucoumfremeut and a.ppxoml and correcting the

proof sheets.
Hingulwala J inaratana Sthawira-

Jayawardhana Kotte
Maha Wihare.
1 st Jane 1895 ;
Jayawardhana Kotte. -
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