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PALI ALPHABET

IN SIMHALA AND ROMAN SCRIPTS

VOWELS
4a @wa 9i 61 ¢u ¢caa Oe Do
CONSONANTS
= ka d kha o ga ¢ gha ® na
Dca $ cha & ja =3 jha e fia
o ta & tha & da « dha o5 na
o ta < tha ¢ da Q dha 2 na
& pa < pha ? ba © bha ® ma

wya dra cla dva wosa wvha gla (g)-m
VOWELS IN COMBINATION

ka =eka Bki Bki mku ki e ke o= ko
D kha @ikha Jkhi Skhi & khu @kha o khe @ kho
® ga

CONJUNCT - CONSONANTS

zxn kka R jjha 2 tva &> mpha
%% kkha ezd, Diica & dda & mba, ® mba
=5 kya exz8 richa &), d ddha & mbha
B kri <, u=25 fija g dra ® mma
2D kva 2% ijha D, Pdva & mha
2x khya eReR fina ¢® dhva 38, &5 yya
23 khva 29 tta 5% nta < yha
&X® gga 3D, A ttha 22 ntha cella

29 ggha &2 dda 2euda, eiida @slya

@ gra & ddha 2 ndha c® lha

-8 nka &0 nta ¥ nna 23 nha O vha

& nkha axed ntha &5 ppa %9 ssa

& nga zeida, & ida ©3 ppha %9 sma
813 ngha ZReh nna 29 bba &3 sva

€9 cca &9 nha 2 bbha & hma
Ebccha oY tta @bra D hva

295 jja 23 ttha &s mpa e»lha
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INTRODUCTION

The Khuddakapdtha is the shortest of all the books of
*he Pali Tripitaka and can be regarded as a sort of practical
‘handbook whose contents represent the central doctrines of
the Buddha's teaching. In the list of canonical texts it is
placed first among the 14 (or, according to Buddhaghosa,
15 and, according to Burmese tradition, the 20) books belonging
‘to the Fifth or Khuddaka Nikaya, the collection of Minor
Texts of the Sutta Pitaka. The book consisis of nine com-
‘ponent passages (patha) or readings.

According to thc Commentary, the Khuddakapatha derives
its name from the first four passages which are short in
comparison with the five remaining passages or Suttas. Of
the four, the first is The Buddhist credo or confession of
faith, the second The Ten Precepts, meant specially for
novices, the third an enumeration of the 32 component parts
-of the body for purposes of meditation on the loathsomeness
and the perishableness of ihe human body, while the fourth
is called the Boy’s Questions. In this last passage, in ten
-questions (‘What is one? ‘What is two? ecic,) and their
answers, in the manner of the Anguttara Nikaya, are given
explanations of some of the most significant Buddhist terms.
The five remaining passages are short Suttas, permeated by
the spir it of a high code of ethics. Of these, the Mangala,
Ratana and Meita Suttas are often used for liturgical purposes
and seven of the nine texts are used in Buddhist countries,
like Ceylon and Burma, for the ceremony known as Pariua,
for protection from evil and for banishing the influence of
evil powers.

The Khuddakapatha could well be described as a vade
mecum, a handy r¢ésumé of Buddhist Teachings. Almost all
its contents are to be found also in other canonical texts.
Thus, the Tisarana and the Dasa Sikkhapada are to be found
in the Vinaya Mahavagga, the Kumarapaitha in the Aiguttara
Nikaya, the Mangala, Ratana and Metta Suttas in the Suita
Nipata and the Tirokudda Sutta in the Petavatthu.

XXVii



XXviil

The Khuddakapatha has a commentary, the Paramattha-
jozikZ, attributed, on good authority, to Buddhaghosa and a
T:ikd, called Paramatthasucani, by a Thera named Adiccavamsa
probably a monk of Ceylon who lived about the 14th
century A. C. ;

The Khuddakapatha has been translated more than once
into European languages, especially English. Among the
English translations may be mentioned those by R. C. Childers
inJ.R.A.S. 1870 N. S.); by F. L. Woodward, in ‘“Some Sayings
of the Buddha'; by M. K. Ghosh; by Mrs. C. A. F. Rhys
Davids in ‘Minor Anthologies,” Part I (Sacred Books of the
Buddhists, Vol vii, 1931), and, most recenily, that by the Ven.
Nanamoli, as **The Minor Readings'” (No. 32 of the Translation
Series of the Pali Text Society, 1961). A German translation
by K. Seidenstucker was published in Breslau in 1910. Tie
Ven. Nanamoli published also an English translation of the
commentary, under the title of “The Illustrator of Ultimate
Meaning.” Both works arc lasting monuments to his erudite-
scholarship and meticulous efficiency, an inspiration and an
example to others working in the same ficld of study and
rescarch.

The present text and Simhala iranslation which forms
velume IX of the' Buddhist Congress Tripitaka Series are
the work of Venerable Narada Maha Thera of Colombo.
The learned author has added io our indebtedness to him
by providing two most useful Appendices, the first of which
contains explanations of various points of interest in the
translation which nced clucidation and the second, a summary
of the contents of the Pali Tipitaka. This volume was ready
for publication many years ago but did not appear in print
tiil now because of circumstances beyond our control.
We are most decply grateful to the Ven. Narada Maha
Thera for undertaking and completing the work in the
midst of his multifarious activities on behalf of the Sasana,
activitics which have taken him many times round the world,

often involving long periods of absence from thcland of his
birth.
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As usual, the laborious task of preparing the work for
publication and of seeing it through the press was carried
out by Mudaliyar P. D. Ratnatunga, Chairman of the Board
of Management of the Buddhist Congress Tripitaka Trust,
whose untiring zeal and devotion are beyond all prase,
Would that we had more like him!

A word of thanks is due to Mr. W. D.J. Ratnayaka,
Manager of the Anula Press, and his assistants for their patience
and goodwill.

G. P. Malalasckera
Ceneral Editor, Buddhist Congress
Tripifaka Fublications.
London,
January 15, 1964.
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