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PREFACE

B s e

This epitome which is entitled “Boddhyahara Kulaya™
or “Dewavansaya” hag been composed dy us following
true histqrical facts as related in Mahagansa., the wel-
known ancient Sinhalese ® Historical records and other histo-
rical works relating to Ceylon ,in stone inscriptions, in San-
nases, in Tudapaths, and as handed down by tradition with
the object of enriching ®the historical literature of this
country.

This historical treatise is known as “Boddhyahara Ku-
laya” as it contains a long account regarding Princes
Bodigupta, Summitta, and others of the “Bodaharaka”
dynasty of Sakya Princess,. who are’ the ancestors of
Rings, and Prime Ministers, who shed lustre and glory
and illumined Lank4 in ancient times, and also, in
accordance with the following statement of hlstorlca.l fact
in Mahavansa to w1t—

“Yani Setti Kula Na,tta- Mahs Bodhi Midha Harun
Bodha Hara Kula Nithi- Thani Thena Pavuchchare.’’

It is also called “Devawansaya” in conformity with
the classification of Deva Sakya Setty of Sakya Princes
under Sammuthi Deva in the threefold classification of
Devas as Sammuthi, Visuddhi, and Uppaththi in the
Bnddhist Birth Stories.

This work contains accounts regarding the birth
of Kalpa and also in the same manner the change of
names of Maha Sammata dynasty as is current in
Indian legends, and a brief account of the history of
King Vijaya and other Sinhalese monarchs, and the
manner ® in o which the doctrine of Lord Buddha
was spread in this island by such venerable Buddhist
monks, as Maha  Mahinda Thero and others, with
the assistaglce“ o8 King UDevanam Piyatissa, and how
Emperor Dharm#soka assisted Sri Lanka by sending to
Ceylon, Priestess Sanganfiita accompanied by Devas,
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Nagas, Yakkas, men and wdmen, who brought the right
branch of the Maha Bodhi and how the dynasty of the
princes, thebrothers of Princess Devi, the mother of Maha
Mahinda Thero, the sons of Deva Setty of Wetisa Prin-
cipality, members of ° “Suriya Va;lsa who also accom-
panied Princes Sangamltta when she brought the Maha
Bodhi, has been perpetuated ’in,,Ceylon up to date
under various clan names, Lamba Karna, Ganewesi,
Mahanawara, Skandhavara Giri, Moriya and Deva at
various sstages of Ceylon Hidtory, and many other

historical data.

The following books have been consulted in the com-
pilation of this work to wit: -

1. Mahavansa and its 16. Pugavidya
Commentary
2. Thupavansa 17. Radaim and Vith Poth
3. Bodhivansa and its 18. Sidath Sangarawa
» Commentary ¥
4, Janawansaya 19,» Wirtha Rattnakara
> Punchika Wyakkya
5. Deepavansa 20. Chula Bodhi Vansaya
6. Samantha Pasadikawa 21. Virtha Malakkiyawa
7. Saraththa Deepaniya 22. Kula Nithiya
8. Rajavaliya 28. Polonnarupura Vigstaraya
9. Raja Ratnakaraya 24. Professor Gaeger’s Trans-
lation of Maha Vansa.
10. Perakumba Siritha 25. Pujavaliya
11. Kavyasekharaya 26. Jathakattha Katha
12. Mayura Sandesaya 27. Ruan Mal Nighanduwa
13. Hansa Sandesaya 28. Loka Vistaraya

14. Selalihini Sandesaya 29, Rasavahiniya
15. Saddharma Ratnakara 30. Stone inscriptions
31. Tudapath

32. Ancient old Manuscripts
asd ovher works.

The prose and verse passages Hxtracted from stone
inscriptions, Sannases, and Tudapoths yhave been iucluded
in this work without alterations althcugh they contain
some errors in Gammar and““prosody.
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We are happy to state (“chat we were able to bring
before the public this little brochure. Which is full of
materials. useful to students of history as it was our
desire not to produce an unwieldy volume of useless
historicgl inadculs.

(¢] .
The difficulties thgt @uthors encounter in producing
books are very many, and are wellknown to all.

It is our fervent hope that though this work is not
without errors and though it does not pretend to be
even free from grammatical and other blunders vet the
learned would pick out only useful matter ignoring such
defects and faults, as the swan used, they sav, to extract
milk havir.lg water behind. .

We take this .opportunit_v to offer our sincere
thanks to Mr. H. W. Wickramaratne of Galle who
invited me to compile this wuseful work and also those
priests and laymen®who have been of service to me in
the compilation of this ®work and last]y to the gentle-
man who assisted me to put this work through the press
and to the proprietors of the Granthaprakasa Press. Lastly
the author begs to state that he has reserved to himself
the right of publication of this work in future.

Kavindra Rajasingha Deva,
MATALE.
2474
27-12- —
1930
Cplombo.
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CHAPTER XIX

THE &OMIVG OF THEJBODHI TREE,
2

o

1 When the lord of chariots had appointed to watch over
the Bodhi-tree Peighteen ersons, 1 from royal familids and
eight.

2 from families of ministers, and moreover Eight Persons
from Brahman families and Eight from families of traders
and persons from the cowherds likewise, and from the
hyena.

3 and Sparrowhawk-—clans, 2 (from Each one man), and
also from .

4 the niagas and the Yakkhas;

1 In devakula the word deva is evidently to &e taken
in the sense of ‘King,’ and merely as a cynonym
of Khattiya kula means here, as below in 30 and
31 the in bividual delonging to a class or craft,
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